[Suicides in adults in USA](http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6217a1.htm){#interrefs10} {#cesec10}
================================================================================================

According to results of the US Centers for Disease Control\'s analysis of mortality data from the National Vital Statistics System, the age-adjusted suicide rate per 100 000 population aged 35--64 years in the USA increased by 28·4%, from 13·7 in 1999, to 17·6 in 2010. The highest increase (65·2%) was in American Indian and Alaska Natives, from 11·2 to 18·5.

FGM in Kenya {#cesec20}
============

A data-driven investigation of [female genital mutilation (FGM) in Kenya](http://28toomany.org/media/uploads/final_kenya_country_profile_may_2013.pdf){#interrefs20} has shown that, between 1998 and 2009, the rate of FGM in women and girls aged 15--49 years fell from 37·6% to 27·1%. The report, from the charity 28 Too Many, emphasises the importance of education and increased prosecution to curb the practice.

Cheap and quick {#cesec30}
===============

Less than the cost of an ice cream, smaller than a credit card, a new rapid diagnostic test for leprosy is set to revolutionise detection of the disease in Brazil. Leprosy is treatable with antibiotics, but late detection causes increased morbidity. With Brazilian cases accounting for 90% of those in Latin America, the aim is to reduce suffering.

UK Lyme disease {#cesec40}
===============

Experts have warned that tick-borne diseases are becoming a serious problem in the UK. Cases of Lyme disease, which is carried by infected ticks and can cause blindness and paralysis, have risen from 200 in 2001, to at least 959 in 2011. Warmer, wetter summers will exacerbate the problem, and action should be taken to minimise potential outbreaks.
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Girls and sport {#cesec50}
===============

Girls in Saudi Arabia will be allowed to play sports in private schools, as long as they adhere to "decent" dress codes and are mainly supervised by women. This unprecedented move is part of a government plan to loosen restrictions on women. Girls in state-run schools, however, are still banned from practising sports.
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EMA reorganisation {#cesec60}
==================

The structure of the European Medicines Agency (EMA) will [change](http://www.ema.europa.eu/docs/en_GB/document_library/Press_release/2013/05/WC500142999.pdf){#interrefs30} from August, 2013. The aim is to improve support for the scientific work of EMA committees, data sharing, and engagement with stakeholders and partners. The two units dealing with human medicines will be replaced with four divisions focused on research and development, medicines assessment and lifecycle management, procedure management, and inspections.

SARS-like coronavirus {#cesec70}
=====================

Two new cases of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome coronavirus have been reported in France. According to WHO, the emergent viral strain from the Gulf region, identified in September, can spread by prolonged human-to-human contact. So far 34 people have been infected worldwide, with 18 confirmed deaths.

China and Africa Cooperation {#cesec80}
============================

During the 4th International Roundtable on China--Africa Health Cooperation, on May 6, 2013, officials discussed strengthening of collaboration between China and Africa in terms of health development. Health issues under review included tackling of HIV, malaria, and non-communicable diseases.

Cervical cancer {#cesec90}
===============

India has the most cervical cancer deaths worldwide, according to the Cervical Cancer Global Crisis Card released by the Cervical Cancer-Free Coalition. 73 000 women die from the disease every year in India, representing 26·4% of all cervical cancer deaths globally. The disease is preventable, but is the second largest killer of women in low-income and middle-income countries.

Healthy spending {#cesec100}
================

US spending on pharmaceutical drugs was US\$33 less on average in 2012, than in 2011, according to a study from IMS Health. Contributing factors included decreased numbers of emergency hospital admissions and private physician visits, and a less severe flu season.

Cholera compensation {#cesec110}
====================

Victims of the Haitian cholera epidemic, in which 8000 people died, have threatened to sue the UN, giving 60 days for the organisation to begin talks about compensation. The outbreak began after the 2010 Haiti earthquake, when UN soldiers from Nepal are alleged to have carried the infection into the country. The UN denies liability.

Health in schizophrenia {#cesec120}
=======================

According to the Schizophrenia Fellowship of New South Wales, people with schizophrenia have the worst physical health profile in Australia. Data show that 50% of patients are more likely to die from a heart attack and 20% are more likely to get cancer. The Fellowship call for more focus on physical health, rather than on mental health symptoms alone.
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For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>For more on the **China--Africa Health Cooperation** see <http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2013/may/20130507chinaafrica/>
